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DETAILED ACTION 
Drawings 

1 . The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .83(a). The drawings must show every feature 
of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, the "cabinet for a home appliance" of claims 
1 and 7, the "cabinet of a home appliance having a sectioned lid comprised of a first section and 
a second section having one end hinge-coupled to the first section" of claim 12, "other end of the 
second section is hinge-coupled to the home appliance" of claim 13, and the "first section 
comprises a grip for manually operating the sectioned lid" of claim 14 must be shown or the 
feature(s) canceled from the claim(s). No new matter should be entered. 

2. The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1.84(p)(4) because reference 
character "54" has been used to designate both the "boss" and the "coupling groove" in the 
specification. Fig. 4 shows the coupling groove as "54a". Each reference character should refer 
to only one feature and each feature should have a unique reference character. Correction is 
required. No new matter should be entered. 

3. Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in reply to the 
Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended replacement drawing sheet 
should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, even if 
only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure number of an amended drawing should 
not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be 
removed from the replacement sheet, and where necessary, the remaining figures must be 
renumbered and appropriate changes made to the brief description of the several views of the 
drawings for consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the 
renumbering of the remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an 
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application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" 
pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will 
be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next Office action. The 
objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

5. Claims 1, 2, and 4-1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Ford (U.S. 
Patent 4,638,909). 

Regarding claim 1 : In Fig. 6, Ford shows a cabinet comprising an outer panel (T) having at 
least one reinforcement rib (16), an inner panel (N) having at least one boss (30) in opposition to 
the at least one reinforcement rib (16) wherein the at least one boss (30) has a flat surface (D). 
Regarding claim 2: In Fig. 6, Ford shows a cabinet as claimed in claim 1, wherein the panels (N, 
T) are joined by a welding process. This claim is a product by process claim. The product itself 
does not depend on the process of making it. The product-by-process limitation "joined by a 
welding process" would not impart distinctive structural characteristics to the claimed device. 
Therefor, Ford's cabinet / panels would be the same as the applicant's cabinet / panels. 

Regarding claim 4: In Fig. 6, Ford shows a cabinet as claimed in claim 1, wherein the at least 
one reinforcement rib (16) has a flat distal end surface (D) parallel to the flat surface (F) of the at 
least one boss (30). 
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Regarding claim 5: In Fig. 6, Ford shows a cabinet as claimed in claim 1, wherein the at least 
one boss (30) has at least one coupling groove formed (G) in the flat surface (F) in 
correspondence to the at least one reinforcement rib (16). 

Regarding claim 6: In Fig. 6, Ford shows a cabinet as claimed in claim 5, wherein the at least 
one reinforcement rib (16) is inserted into the at least one coupling groove (G). 

Regarding claim 7: In Fig. 6, Ford shows a cabinet for a home appliance comprising an outer 
panel (T) having a plurality of reinforcement ribs (16), integrally formed on an inner surface (IT) 
of said outer panel (T), to protrude from the inner surface to a predetermined height; and an inner 
panel (N) having at least one boss (30), formed on an inner surface (IN) of said inner panel (N) 
in opposition to the plurality of reinforcement ribs (16), wherein the at least one boss has a flat 
surface (F) to mate with the reinforcement ribs (16). 

Regarding claim 8: In Fig. 6, Ford shows a cabinet as claimed in claim 7, wherein each of 
said plurality of reinforcement ribs (16) has a flat distal end (D). 

Regarding claim 9: In Fig. 6, Ford shows a cabinet as claimed in claim 8, wherein the flat 
distal ends (D) of said plurality of reinforcement ribs (16) lie in one plane. 

Regarding claim 10: The cabinet as claimed in claim 7, wherein the at least one boss (30) has 
a plurality of coupling grooves (G) formed in the flat surface (F) in correspondence to the 
plurality of reinforcement ribs (16). 

Regarding claim 1 1 : In Fig. 6, Ford shows a cabinet as claimed in claim 10, wherein the 
reinforcement ribs (16) are respectively inserted into the coupling grooves (G). 

The phrases "for a home appliance", "for joining said panels together", and "for establishing 
a right angle with respect to the at least one reinforcement rib" constitute intended use or 
functional language and are given no patentable weight. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 
rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth 
in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the 
prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention 
was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ford (U.S. Patent 
4,638,909). In Fig. 6, Ford shows a cabinet as claimed in claim 1, wherein the at least one 
reinforcement rib (16) is welded to the at least one boss (30). This claim is a product by process 
claim. The product itself does not depend on the process of making it. The product-by-process 
limitation "is welded to" would not impart distinctive structural characteristics to the claimed 
device. Welding is a common process of joining or attaching elements together. Therefor, it 
would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of invention to modify Ford's 
cabinet by welding the rib and boss together to quickly and inexpensively produce the cabinet. 

8. Claims 12-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Sakamoto (U.S. 
Design Patent 313,679), in view of Ford (U.S. Patent 4,638,909). In Figs. 1 and 8, Sakamoto 
shows a cabinet of a home appliance (C) having a sectioned lid (L) comprising a first section (F) 
and a second section (S) having one end hinge-coupled (FH) to the first section (F), wherein the 
other end of the second section (S) is hinge-coupled (SH) to the cabinet of the home appliance 
(C) and wherein the first section (S) comprises a grip (G). Sakamoto lacks an outer panel having 
at least one reinforcement rib, internally formed on an inner surface of said outer panel, to 
protrude from the inner surface to a predetermined height; and an inner panel having at least one 
boss, formed on an inner surface of said inner panel in opposition to the at least one 
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reinforcement rib, for joining said panels together, wherein the at least one boss has a flat surface 
for establishing a right angle with respect to the at least one reinforcement rib. In Fig. 6, Ford 
teaches an outer panel (T) having at least one reinforcement rib (16) on the inner surface (IT) of 
the outer panel (T), an inner panel (N) having at least one boss (30), formed on the inner surface 
(IN) of the inner panel (N) in opposition to the at least one reinforcement rib (16), wherein the at 
least one boss (30) has a flat surface (F) for mating to the at least one reinforcement rib (16). It 
would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of invention to modify the cabinet 
of Sakamoto with the panel structure of Ford in order to make a more durable cabinet. 

The phrases "for manually operating the sectioned lid", "for joining said panels together", 
and "for establishing a right angle" constitute intended use or functional language and are given 
no patentable weight. 




Ford, Fig. 6 
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Conclusion 

9. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Bourn, Casten, Motohashi, Bauer, Sussman, Bouix, Mutoh, Gueret, Kim, Cho, and 
Son all show aspects of the disclosed invention. 
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10. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to James T. Nelson whose telephone number is (571) 272-1491 . The 
examiner can normally be reached M-F 8:00am - 4:30pm. 

1 1. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Lanna Mai can be reached on (571) 272-6867. The fax phone number for the organization where 
this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

12. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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LANNA MAI 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 3600 



